Architectural Design by B. Marcus Priteca,
America’s Preeminent Theater Architect
The Fourth Avenue Theatre is also historically and culturally important because Cap Lathrop
commissioned B. Marcus Priteca to be its principal architect. Mr. Priteca was the preeminent movie
theater architect in North America during the coming-of-age era of the movie industry and movie theater
entertainment in the United States, from 1915 to 950, the Golden Age of Hollywood.13 Elected a Fellow
of the American Institute of Architects, Priteca was called “the ‘dean’ of theatrical architects in
America.”14 The Fourth Avenue Theatre was one of the last movie theaters he designed.
Mr. Priteca began designing theaters around 1915 for Alexander Pantages, developer of one of the largest
movie theater chains in North America. He reportedly designed over 150 theaters in his career, including
22 for Pantages.15 Most are now lost to history, casualties of downtown development and the
suburbanization of America when movie theaters became box-like multiplexes in or around suburban
shopping malls.
Among the theaters designed by Mr. Priteca are The Coliseum Theatre in Seattle (1915), advertised when
it opened as “the world’s largest and finest photoplay palace”16 and later called “the first of the world’s
movie palaces” by the Journal of the Royal Institute of British Architects;17 the Pantages Theatre in
Tacoma, Washington (1918); the Pantages Theatre in downtown Los Angeles (1920); the Pantages
Theatre in San Diego (1924); the Pantages Theatre in Fresno, California (1928); the Paramount Theater in
Seattle (1929); the Pantages Theatre in Hollywood (1930),18 the last and largest of the Pantages theaters.
He also designed the Warner Theater on Pacific Boulevard in Huntington Park (1930); the Washoe
Theater in Anaconda, MT (1931-36);19 and the Orpheum Theater (1927)20 in Vancouver, Canada. Of
these, only a few have survived. Those that have survived and been restored are magnificent and are
considered architectural jewels in the cities where they exist.21
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